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CCAR Breira Statement
1977

The two documents below, which are discussed in Professor Michael Meyer’s
commentary, relate to Breira, an organization with which Leonard Beerman was
closely associated. It arose in 1973 as an “alternative” (the English word for breira)
to the existing policies of Jewish organizations toward the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. Founded by the Chicago-based Reform rabbi Arnold ]. Wolf, the organization
was devoted to a two-state solution well before that idea, as Professor Meyer notes,
became a mainstream principle in the American Jewish community. As a result, it
was cast as a radical deviation from Jewish communal norms and was widely criti-
cized in the community.

Accustomed to and undaunted by the adoption of controversial positions,
Beerman worked with his friend and colleague Rabbi Richard Levy to establish a
presence for Breira in Los Angeles. They worked with Yoav Peled, an Israeli graduate
student at UCLA and later political scientist at Tel Aviv University, to bring together
progressive Jews, including Rabbis David Bernet, Laura Geller, Sandy Ragins, and
Chaim Seidler-Feller, to support the cause of Breira, which ceased to exist in 1977.

COMMENTARY BY PROFESSOR MICHAEL A. MEYER

The failure of the Israeli government to recognize the existence of a Palestinian
entity and the expanding settlement in the West Bank led in the mid-1970s to
the formation of a Jewish organization known as Breira (Alternative). It included
a considerable proportion of non-Orthodox rabbis, who were committed to the
Jewish state but critical of its current policies. The organization was ahead of its
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The Rabbinate and the Middle East:

DISSENT IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

The undersigned CCAR colleagues active in Breira
invite you to join in a discussion of the nature of
Breira's proposals for peace in the Middle East pro-
pounded both by Breira and by Israeli groups headed by
such figures as Arie Lova Eliav and Maj. General Matt-
ityahu Peled. The problem of sharing such views in the
American Jewish and non-Jewish community will be discussed
with the hope of broadening the understanding of both the
aims of Breira and even more importantly of the steps
needed to end the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Leonard I. Beerman
Steven Jacobs
Douglas E., Krantz
Richard Levy

Michael Robinson

* David Saperstein
7 Martin J. Zion

MONDAY AFTERNOON 4:30 PM

COLONIAL ROOM

FIGURE 19. CCAR letter on Breira (1977).

time in coming out strongly for a two-state solution when that was still strictly a
minority view among American Jews.

The Jewish establishment soon took aim at Breira, claiming that its views were
damaging to the State of Israel. The organization was demonized, and its members,
including myself, for a time suffered ostracism. Nonetheless, during a period of
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BREIRA—A “Choice” for Shared Responsibility Between Israel and the Diaspora
200 PARK AVENUE SOUTH—ROOM 1315

NEW YORK, NEW YORX 10003 (212) 674-5533

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairperson

Rabbl Arnold Jacob Wolf (New Haven)

Vice Chairpersons

Rabbl David Woll Silverman (New York)

Rabbl Max Ticktin (Washington, D.C.)
David Tulin (Philadelphia)

Treasurer
Inge Lederer Gibel (New York)

Secretary
John Ruskay (New York)

Executive Director
Robert Loeb

Rabbi Balfour Brickner (New York)
Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer (New Haven)
Mike Masch (Philadelphia)

Arthur Waskow (Washington, D.C.)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NEW YORK
Edya Arzt
Ross Brann
Peter Geffen
Rabbi Doug Krantz
Rabbi Chuck Lippman
Prol. Sidney Morgenbesser
Rabbl Michael Robinson
Rabbi Gerry Serotta
Or. Morton Siagel
David Szonyi

New Jersey
Rabbl Israel Dresner

Philadelphia
Rabvi Louis Bogage
Peter Braun
Rosalle Rischman
Rabbi Ya'akov Rosenberg

Northeast
Martha Ackelsberg
Rabbi Al Axelrad
Rabbi Stanley Kesslor
Hillel Levine
Prol. Jacob Neusner
William Novak
Prof. Don Peretz

District of Columbia
Rabbi David Saperstein

Midwest
Prof. Michael Meyer

South
Rabby Stanley Ringler
Rabbi Steven Schatz

West Coast
Rabbi Leonard Beerman
Rabbi Richard Levy

Canada
Gershon Hundert
STAFF

Dan Gillon, Associate Director
Faye Ginsburg, National Co Ordinator

January 31, 1977

Dear Leonard and Richard:

The steering committee of Breira requests

you, as members of the Breira board, to

choose other members of Los Angeles Breira

to select a candidate for West Coast Field
Worker, to be housed in Los Angeles but

With regional responsibilities, who will be hired
by Breira's national office at $300 per month

for ten months, with the following duties:

developing and oréanizing of local
programming

co-ordinating activities on the West
Coast with national office

developing local outreach into Jewish
community, local press, etc.

We should like you to select a candidate for
our approval no later than February 1, so

that the person may particépate in the national
conference, to which we shall endeavor to

send you some scholarship money to ensure

Los Angeles representation.

Yours sincerely,

Arnold Jacob Wolf
Chairman, Breira

AJW:hsa

Arthur Samuelson, Editor, interChange

Brelra means alternative

FIGURE 20. Breira letterhead (1977).

about half a decade, Breira was able to publicize its views both within and outside
the Jewish community.

It is not surprising that Rabbi Leonard Beerman should have associated himself
with Breira. He had shown his commitment to Zionism when, as a rabbinical stu-
dent, he joined the Haganah, the pre-state Jewish military, in 1947. He continued
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to be a lover of Israel, but a moral critic of its policies, even as, in various areas,
he criticized policies of the United States. The brief undated document, which
he signed together with other Reform rabbis, indicates that he sought to bring
the message of Breira to his rabbinical colleagues in the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, most likely at its convention in June 1977 The second docu-
ment, a letter to Leonard and Richard Levy dated January 31, 1977, shows the
Breira letterhead.
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